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he was fain to subscribe himself in his love-letters,
This first visit was a short one, and he went away
hopeful of success.

The English people could only judge by appear-
ances, and ifor the first time in her reign Elizabeth
was unpopular. The Puritan Stubbs published his
Discovery of a Gaping (hdf wherein England is like to
be swallowed ly another French Marriage. But the
excitement was by no means confined to the Puritans.
Hatred of Frenchmen long remained a ruling senti-
ment with most Englishmen. Elizabeth vented her
rage on Stubbs, who had been so rude as to tell her
that childbirth at her age would endanger her life.
He was sentenced to have his hand cut off. "I re-
member," says Camden, "being then present, that
Stubbs, after his right hand was cut off, put off his
hat with his left, and said with a loud voice, 'Grod
save the Queen/ The multitude standing about was
deeply silent."

Not long after Alen^on's visit, a treaty of marriage
was signed (November 1579), with a proviso that
two months should be allowed for the Queen's subjects
to become reconciled to it. If, at the end of that
time, Elizabeth did not ratify the treaty, it was to
be null and void. The appointed time came and
went without ratification. Burghley, as usual, pre-
dicted that the jilted suitor would become a deadly
enemy, and drew an alarming picture of the dangers
that threatened England, with the old exhortation to
his mistress to form a Protestant league and subsidise
the Scotch Anglophiles. But in 1572 she had slipped
out of the Anjou marriage, and yet secured a French